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Hello everyone and welcome to the 43
rd
 Annual NYSMATYC Conference in 

Ithaca, NY.  I hope the presentations at the conference will illustrate the huge 

variety of mathematics and pedagogy we deal with at the two year college level. 

 

I thought I would take a moment (or a page in this case) and talk a bit about 

some of the unique features of this conference so that you are aware of them and 

can take full advantage. 

 

 The Executive Boardroom (check out the map on the back of the program) 

will be used as a ñCollegial Roomò during the day, starting at 1:30 PM on 

Friday afternoon and remaining open until the Board Meeting each 

evening.  The purpose of the room is to have a place to sit if you want to 

chat with an old friend or colleague during the conference.  I hope you 

will use the room well. 

 

 A plenary session will be held following lunch on Saturday from 1:00 to 

1:50.  The session will feature Herb Gross, the first president of 

NYSMATYC (and AMATYC) doing a talk entitled ñThe Calculus of 

Everyday Living; or Today is the Tomorrow You Worried About 

Yesterdayò.  Please check out Herbôs website at 

www.adjectivenounmath.com.   

 

 At Saturday nightôs banquet, we have a special guest speaker: Dr. Susan 
M. Barnett from Cornell University.  Dr. Barnett has participated in 

research examining the career choices of women in the sciences and will 

share some of her insight with us. 

 

 After the banquet on Saturday, stick around for some lively music by 

Little Joe and the Big Shots in the Grand Ballroom (donôt forget your 

dancing shoes). 

 

If you have any questions, comments, or general thoughts, feel free to catch me 

during the conference and share.  My goal is to make this a high quality 

experience for you.  Enjoy. 

 

One more thing: please take some time to fill out the conference evaluation form 

located in your folder and return it to the registration table so we can use that 

information to improve future conferences.  Thank you. 

 

--Tim Grosse, President-Elect 

 

http://www.adjectivenounmath.com/
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NYSMATYC Annual Conference  

April 16-18, 2010  

Ithaca, NY  

Program Summary 

FRIDA Y AFTERNOON 

11:30-12:20 LunchðGrand Ballroom 

 Library Dewitt Ballroom Lansing Room 

12:30-1:20 1 Sharing Statistics 
 

2 Using Sudoku to 

Develop 

Mathematical 

Reasoning Skills 

 
 

3 Learning to 

Teach 

Mathematics 

and Science 

through Peer 

Leading 
 

1:30-2:00 4 NYSMATYC 

Survey Results: 

Adjunct Faculty 

Information 

 

5 Linear Thinking 

 

6 The 

Navigation by 

Mentoring and 

Leadership 

Project: The 

implementatio

n of a peer 

mentoring 

program for 

women 

 

2:10-3:00 7 The Long Ignored 

Edge of the Coin 
 

8 Concurrent 

Enrollment; How 

Low Can We Go? 

 

9 

 

What's 

Happening 

with the New 

Life for 

Developmental 

Mathematics? 

3:00-3:30 break: please visit vendor exhibits in the Foyer outside the Grand Ballroom 

3:30-4:20 10 Then and Now 

 

11 TI-Navigator for 

the TI-Nspire: 

Create the 

Interactive 

Classroom 

Learning 

Community 

 

12 Win-Win-Win-

Win Situationé 

the Community, 

the College, the 

Students and the 

Faculty all 

Benefit from the 

Center for 

Community 

Studies 
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4:30-5:20  13 What's Wolfram 

Alpha? 

 

14 Self-efficacy 

Judgment in 

Developmental 

Math 

 

15  
 

Using 

PowerPoint to 

create videos 

5:30-6:30 board meeting in the Executive Board Room 

6:30-7:00 Cocktail half-hourðGrand Ballroom 

7:00-? dinner (scholarship and math league winners announced) ðGrand Ballroom 

SATURDAY MORNING  

6:00 estimation run 

7:00-7:50 BreakfastðGrand Ballroom 

8:00-8:50 16  

  

 
 

Clicking Basic 

College 

Mathematics and 

Beyond 

 

17 Using TI - Nspire 

Navigator in 

Mathematic 

Instruction 

 

18 Math on the Web 

9:00-9:50 19 Keys for Students-

Faculty Success in 

Community 

College 

Completion: 

LaGuardia Basic 

Skills Initiatives 

20 Teaching 

PreCalculus with 

GeoGebra 

9:50-10:10 break: please visit vendor exhibits in the Foyer outside the Grand Ballroom 

10:10-10:35 21 An 

Interdisciplinary 

Study on 

nosocomial 

infection and our 

Community 
 

22 Using CAS in 

Developmental 

Mathematics - Is 

there a place for 

it?? 

 

23 

 

 

 

All Math 

Software is not 

Created Equal: 

Whatôs the 

Difference? 

 

10:40-11:05 24 The Art of 

Problem Solving 

in Math and 

English 

 

11:10-12:00 business meetingðDewitt Ballroom 

12:10-1:00 LunchðGrand Ballroom 

1:00-1:50 Herb GrossðGrand Ballroom 

"The Calculus of Everyday Living; or Today is the Tomorrow You Worried About Yesterday" 

(http://www.adjectivenounmath.com/) 

 

http://www.adjectivenounmath.com/
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SATURDAY AFTERNOON  

2:00-2:25 25 An Algebraic 

Demonstration of 

the Central Limit 

Theorem 
 

26 
 

The Learner 

Centered Math 

Success Lab 

27 A Biology-

Mathematics 

Learning 

Community as a 

means to 

encourage science 

learning. 

 

2:35-3:25 28 Cengage Learning 

ï Your Complete 

Solution Provider 
 

29 Battle of the 

Minds 
 

30 Statistics - 

Applets, Projects, 

Journal Studies 

and more! 
 

3:25-3:45 break: please visit vendor exhibits in the Foyer outside the Grand Ballroom 

3:55-4:45 31 Teaching math at 

2-year vs 4-year 

colleges 
 

32 Improving 

Student 

Retention: Let's 

Get Started 
 

33 Best Practices 

with Adjunct 

Faculty 
 

5:00-6:00 board meeting in the Executive Board Room 

6:15-6:45 Cocktail half-hourðGrand Ballroom 

6:45-8:45 BanquetðGrand Ballroom 

Dr. Susan M. Barnett 

ñWomen and the science career pipeline: What happens?ò 

9:00-? Stick around after the banquet for a little dancing 

Music by Little Joe and the Big ShotsðGrand Ballroom 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING  

8:00-8:50 breakfastðGrand Ballroom 

9:00-9:50 34 How to pull off a 

GREAT Math 

Appreciation 

Week 

 

35 Polyhedra and 

Eulers formula 

36 Visualizing 

Algebraic 

Concepts through 

Web Comics and 

Interactive 

Flipping Books 

10:00-10:25 37 Presentations as a 

Component in a 

Liberal Arts Math 

History Course 

 

38 Doing or 

Learning  

Mathematics on 

the iPhone-

iTouch , Wow or 

Oh Oh? 

  

10:30-10:55 39 A Hands-on 

Activity for 

Finding an Area 

under a Curve 

  

beverages in the Foyer outside the Grand Ballroom 
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Detailed Program: Friday 
 

11:30 ï 12:20 lunch (Grand Ballroom) 

 

12:30 ï 1:20    

 

Session 1 Sharing Statistics 

Library 

 Presenters:   Dianna Cichocki, Erie Community College - South 

      Maryann Justinger, Erie Community College - South 

Jan Evert, Erie Community College ï South 

 

Come share your favorite Statistics activities! 

 

  Interested individuals are encouraged to bring 

activities/projects/technology lab ideas that they have found to be 

successful in the classroom.  We hope for this to be a "sharing session" 

where all attendees will bring an idea to share and certainly everyone will 

leave with a plethora of new activities/projects/minitab labs for their 

Statisics classes. Please bring 20 copies of your assignment to share. 

 

Session 2 Using Sudoku to Develop Mathematical Reasoning Skills 
Dewitt Ballroom 

 Presenter:   Joseph Straight, SUNY Fredonia 

 

  Presider:  Kimberley Martello, Monroe Community College 

 

Solving Sudoku puzzles is a great way to introduce students to 

mathematical logic and proof.  We describe how we've used it in classes at 

a number of levels.  Our strategy involves an easy-to-learn system of 

notation for describing Sudoku moves.  

 

  Using this notation, students are required not just to solve puzzles, but to 

communicate their reasoning process to others. 
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Session 3 Learning to Teach Mathematics and Science through Peer Leading 
Lansing Room 

 Presenters:   Janet Liou-Mark, New York City College of Technology 

      AE Dreyfuss, New York City College of Technology 

Frank Aline, Ireen Bary, William Lau, Steven Lora, Yvency 

Marcellus, Chenwei Pua, Alma Cabral Reynoso, Jodi Ann 

Young, Lori Younge, Karmen Yu and Makenson Dupas 

 

  Presider:  Joshua D Hammond, Corning Community College 

 

  The Peer Assisted Learning project at City Tech provides students with the 

opportunity to learn how to teach.  Through their peer leading experiences, 

students will share their Ah-Ha moments and how they facilitate in the 

learning of mathematics and science.  This presentation is supported by 

NSF STEP and BMI. 

 

1:30 ï 2:00  

 

Session 4 NYSMATYC Survey Results: Adjunct Faculty Information  

Library 

 Presenter:    Sean Simpson, Westchester Community College 

 

  Presider:  Jeri Fairman, Jefferson Community College 

 

 The results of the NYSMATYC annual survey will be discussed. 

 

Session 5 Linear Thinking  

Dewitt Ballroom  

Presenters:   Ida Klikovac, Nassau Community College 

Michel Riedinger, Nassau Community College 

 

  Presider:  Sue Kutryb, Hudson Valley Community College 

 

  ñLinear Thinkingò presents an alternative method for solving linear 

equations by applying techniques called ñfalse positionò and ñdouble false 

positionò originally developed in Ancient Egypt.  This effective strategy 

continued to be used long after the introduction of algebraic notation. 

 

The method emphasizes the proportionality of change in input versus change in 

output for a linear function (without directly computing the slope of a line) 

which is the essence of what ñlinearityò is all about. 
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Session 6 The Navigation by Mentoring and Leadership Project: The  

Lansing Room  implementation of a peer mentoring program for women 

 

 Presenters:   Janet Liou-Mark, New York City College of Technology 

Yvency Marcellus, Alma Cabral Reynoso, Sereta Scott, 

Jodi Ann Young, Lori Younge, and Ya Ping Zhang 

 

  Presider:  Waseem Asghar Khan, HITEC University Taxila Cantt,  

     Pakistan 

 

  One of the goals of the Navigation by Mentoring and Leadership (NLM) 

project is to retain students, particularly women, in the field of mathematics 

through a peer mentoring program.  Experiences from peer mentors and 

mentees will be shared.  This presentation is supported by a MAA/Tensor 

Foundation Women and Mathematics Grant. 

 

2:10 ï 3:00  

 

Session 7 The Long Ignored Edge of the Coin  

Library   

 Presenter:    Joseph Brown, Onondaga Community College 

 

 Presider:   Joshua D Hammond, Corning Community College 

 

 Typically treatments on the probability of outcomes when flipping a coin 

ignore the possibility of landing on edge. This can happen, and it becomes 

more likely as the coin gets thicker. We will quantify this. 

 

Session 8 Concurrent Enrollment; How Low Can We Go? 
Dewitt Ballroom 

 Presenters:   Ernie Danforth, Corning Community College 

Joseph Straight, SUNY Fredonia 

      George Hurlburt, Corning Community College 

Danielle Bethony, Tompkins Cortland Community 

College 

 

  Presider:  Jodi Cotton, Westchester Community College 

 

  Concurrent Enrollment programs are big business at many community 

colleges.  They have value for the college, at least financially, and can be of 

value to the students as they can earn college credits while still in high 

school relatively cheaply.  The questions this panel will address are; "What 

courses are colleges giving concurrent credit for?" and "What courses 

should colleges be giving concurrent credit for?" These questions will be 

addressed by the panel and the audience will be encouraged to add their 

own perspectives as the NYSMATYC Exec Board considers whether or 

not NYSMATYC should take a position on this topic. 
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Session 9 What's Happening with the New Life for Developmental Mathematics? 

Lansing Room  

Presenters:   Jane Tanner, Onondaga Community College 

      Barbara Hoy, Onondaga Community College 

      Tracey Clancy, Onondaga Community College 

Pam Smith, Jefferson Community College 

 

  Presider:  MaryAnn Justinger, Erie Community College 

 

This presentation will bring NYSMATYC members up to date with what is 

happening with the New Life project for Developmental Mathematics, 

currently being spearheaded by AMATYC's Developmental Mathematics 

Committee.  A brief history of the project will be given. NYSMATYC 

members who attended the Developmental Mathematics Symposium at the 

recent AMATYC Conference will present the work that they have done 

since the symposium.  Find out what the Investigators and Implementors 

have been doing since November 2009.  

 

3:00 ï 3:30 break:  please visit the vendor exhibits in the foyer of the Grand 

Ballroom 

 

3:30 ï 4:20  

 

Session 10 Then and Now 

Library 

Presenters:   Arnavaz P. Taraporevala, New York City College of 

Technology  

      Nadia Benakli, New York City College of Technology  

Satyanand Singh, New York City College of Technology 

 

  Presider:  Emad Alfar, Nassau Community College 

 

 We will discuss some major developments in mathematics that began with 

the ancient civilizations and illustrate how it weaves its indelible presence 

into new ones. The presentation will culminate with some exciting modern 

day applications, some of which will be implemented by a dynamic 

computer algebra system. 
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Session 11 Commercial Presentation:  TI -Navigator for the TI -Nspire: Create the  

Dewitt Ballroom  Interactive Classroom Learning Community 

 

 Presenter:    Dana Morse, Texas Instruments 

 

  Presider:  Donna Stevenson, Jefferson Community College 

 

 See first hand the new wireless TI-Navigator Learning System for the TI-

Nspire.  Create a learning community that will allow any student 

demonstrate mathematical concepts from anywhere in the classroom. Use 

the system as a formative assessment to track student progress and interact 

with the entire class. 

 

Session 12 Win-Win-Win-Win Situationé the Community, the College, the  

Lansing Room Students and the Faculty all Benefit from the Center for Community 

Studies 

 

 Presenter:   Joel LaLone, Jefferson Community College 

 

  Presider:  Heather OôBrien, Jefferson Community College 

 

 The Center for Community Studies (www.sunyjefferson.edu/ccs/) is in its 

11
th
 year of providing community-based research for agencies and 

organizations throughout Northern NY, involving Jefferson statistics 

students in all aspects of the research (5-10 studies annually; students 

trained, hired, and fed in each).  This presentation will describe the history 

of The Center, highlight several studies that have been completed 

(including both statistical techniques and findings), and discuss the impact 

that these hands-on research activities have upon the students.   

 

4:30 ï 5:20  

 

Session 13 What's Wolfram Alpha?  

Library  

 Presenter:    Joseph Straight, SUNY Fredonia 

 

  Presider:  Ken Mead, Genesee Community College 

 

 The latest project of Stephen Wolfram of Mathematica fame, the long-term 

goal of Wolfram Alpha "is to make all systematic knowledge immediately 

computable and accessible to everyone."  Come and find out how this free 

internet resource can help you and your students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sunyjefferson.edu/ccs/
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Session 14 Self-efficacy Judgment in Developmental Math  

Dewitt Ballroom 

Presenters:   Sandie Han, New York City College of Technology 

Grazyna Niezgoda, New York City College of 

Technology 

 

Presider:  Jane Tanner, Onondaga Community College 

 

 In developmental math classes, studentsô failure can be attributed to poor 

judgment on self-efficacy. To majority of students in developmental math 

classes, many topics seem familiar and this familiarity creates the false 

beliefs that they know the material and there is no need to study outside of 

the classroom.  On the other hand there are students with very low self-

efficacy who donôt believe in succeeding in math. The presenters will share 

ideas and strategies that are used to help students to make accurate self-

efficacy judgment and become more successful learners.  Audience will be 

asked to participate in some activities. 

    

Session 15 Using PowerPoint to create videos  

Lansing Room   

 Presenter:   George Hurlburt, Corning Community College 

 

  Presider:  Heather OôBrien, Jefferson Community College 

 

 Learn how to use the animation options in PowerPoint to create videos that 

will catch your studentsô attention.  Bring your own laptop to follow along 

with the presentation and create a video. 

 

5:30 ï 6:30 Executive Board Meeting 

 

6:30-7:00      Cocktail Half -Hour 

Grand Ballroom 

 

7:00 ï ? dinner (scholarship and math league winners announced) 

Grand Ballroom 
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Detailed Program: Saturday 
 

6:00 ï ??? Estimation Run 

 

7:00 ï 7:50 breakfast  

Grand Ballroom 

 

8:00 ï 8:50  

 

Session 16  Clicking Basic College Mathematics and Beyond 

Library 

Presenters:  Jerry Chen, Suffolk County Community College 

Myung-Chul Kim, Suffolk County Community College 

 

  Presider:  Joseph Straight, SUNY Fredonia 

 

 In Basic College Mathematics course, the Clicker Teaching Technique 

(CT2) is used to ask good questions, combined with visual lessons, and 

proven to enhance student success, increase conceptual understanding, and 

promote critical thinking and intellectual discovery in an interactive 

environment.  Almost all students expect and enjoy learning with the 

clickers! 

 

Session 17 Using TI - Nspire Navigator in Mathematic Instruction  

Dewitt Ballroom   

 Presenter:   Bill Caroscio, Corning Community College 

 

  Presider:  Kathleen Speicher, Corning Community College 

 

 The new TI-Nspire Navigator classroom network system allows handhelds to be 

networked in a wireless environment. Examples from across the two year college 

curriculum will be modeled. 
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8:00 ï 9:55  

 

Session 18 Math On the Web Themed Session 
Lansing Room 

Presenters:  Jeri Fairman, Jefferson Community College 

      Jane Tanner, Onondaga Community College 

      George Hurlburt, Corning Community College 

      Sophia Georgiakaki, Tompkins Cortland Community  

      College 

Pam Smith, Jefferson Community College 

Mary Beth Orrange, Erie Community College 

   

  Experienced distance education teachers will discuss innovative tools, 

techniques, and observations regarding use of the Internet for successful 

teaching and learning. 

 

  8:00 ï 8:15  iTunes U ï What is out there and how do you and your 

students access it? 

  It seems that every day the resources available on the Internet grow by 

leaps and bounds.  This short presentation will illustrate some of the video 

resources, including iTunesU, YouTube, and MathTV, available currently 

to you and your students.  (Fairman) 

 

  8:20 ï 8:35  Creating and editing pdf files without Adobe 

  Find out how to create .pdf files without having Adobe and then be able to 

mark them up - all for free!  This is a must for those who teach online - 

especially if travelling is involved and you have no access to a printer. 

(Tanner) 

 

  8:40 ï 8:55  Using Jing for math class 

  Jing is a free software you can use for capturing pictures and short videos.  

Come see a demonstration of how to use this software. (Hurlburt) 

 

  9:00 ï 9:15  Tablet PC Use for Online notes 

  Sophia will be sharing the use of a Tablet PC for the creation of class-

notes, podcasts, and interactive flipping books.  Other software used will 

also be presented, such as Camtasia and Web Comics tools. (Georgiakaki) 

 

  9:20 ï 9:35  Teaching Beginning Algebra online 

  Pam Smith will discuss success rates and lessons learned from the 

experience of teaching this developmental level course online.  Thoughts 

about what has worked and what hasn't worked will be shared. (Smith) 

 

  9:40 - 9:55:  Social Networking for Professional Use  

  Discover how appropriate use of online Social Networking tools can 

increase your effectiveness as a math professional.  Guidance and tips for 

proficient use of sites such as Twitter, Facebook, Delicious, and iGoogle 

will be showcased. (Orrange) 
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9:00 ï 9:50  

 

Session 19 Keys for Students-Faculty Success in Community College Completion:  
Library LaGuardia Basic Skills Initiatives 

 

 Presenter:   Yasser Hassebo, LaGuardia Community College 

 

  Presider:  Russ Penner, Mohawk Valley Community College 
 

 The combination of contextualizing basic skills math, student-centered 

approach, and curriculum development is crucial in the classroom 

pedagogy. This notion is investigated through several initiatives in the last 

four years at LaGuardia. (1) Since 2006, the Project Quantum Leap (PQL) 

held mainly with developmental math instructors to discuss studentsô 

success and effective instruction. (2) The members in the Advanced 

Leadership and Curriculum seminar (ALeC) discuss/brainstorm/practice 

the literature, curriculum development, and leadership/mentoring in basic 

skills teaching. (3) Achieving the Dream team (AtD) is responsible for 

achieving the goal of improving college graduation rate by 80% in 6 years.   

(3) Global Skills for College Completion (GSCC) is a nation-wide 

initiative supported by the Gates Foundation and led by LaGuardia to find 

main reasons, initiatives, and pilot these initiatives toward studentsô 

success.  

 

Session 20 Teaching PreCalculus with GeoGebra 

Dewitt Ballroom 

Presenters:   Christine Brady, Suffolk County Community College 

Vera Hu-Hyneman, Suffolk County Community College 

 

  Presider:  Larry Danforth, Jefferson Community College 
 

 This presentation will introduce the free computer software program 

GeoGebra.  GeoGebra can be used for all grade levels, from elementary 

arithmetic to calculus.  Presenters will first introduce the overall usage of 

the program, then give examples of how this program can be used in 

teaching Precalculus. 

 

9:50 ï 10:10 break:  please visit the vendor exhibits in the foyer of the Grand 

Ballroom 
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10:10 ï 10:35  

 

Session 21 An Interdisciplinary Study on nosocomial infection and our  

Library  Community 

 

Presenters:   Urmi Ghosh-Dastidar, New York City College of 

Technology 

Jennifer Chan Wu, Rona Gurin, and Aionga Pereira 

 

  Presider:  Julia Kim, Fashion Institute of Technology NYC 
 

 Nosocomial infections (NI) are infections that are usually transmitted to the 

patients during the course of receiving treatment for other conditions within 

a healthcare environment. These infections are spread from unclean and 

non-sterile environment surfaces and equipments or from healthcare 

providers not practicing sterile techniques while caring for patients. They 

are the eighth leading cause of death in the United States, claiming the lives 

of 99,000 people each year and approximately10 % of all hospital patients 

acquire some form of NI. The rapid emergence of multi-drug resistant 

pathogens is responsible for the increased mortality associated with NI.  

 

The most common pathogens associated with NI are Pseudomonas 

aeruginosa , Staphylococcus aureus, Acinetobacter baumannii, Klebsiella 

pneumonia and Clostridium difficile. They account for 93% of all NI cases.  

In this project, we collected data from our community and used a chi-

square test to analyze the data. Preventive measures are also discussed in 

this project.  This is an interdisciplinary project built as a collaborative 

effort between Microbiology and Statistics students. 

 

10:10 ï 11:05  

 

Session 22 Using CAS in Developmental Mathematics - Is there a place for it?? 

Dewitt Ballroom    

 Presenter:   Bill Caroscio, Corning Community College 

 

  Presider:  Pam Smith, Jefferson Community College 
 

 Computer Algebra Systems offer powerful tools for students to interact 

with mathematics. Can their use enhance the developmental mathematics 

experience and improve student understanding? Let's see some examples 

and discuss the possibilities. 
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Session 23 Commercial Presentation: All Math Software is not Created Equal:  

Lansing Room  Whatôs the Difference? 

 

 Presenter:   Lisa Rickel, Hawkes Learning Systems 

 

  Presider:  Heather Huntington, Nassau Community College 

 

 The use of technology has become increasingly implemented in Mathematics 

courses, but what makes one software system different from another? Hawkes 

Learning Systems (HLS) is a unique program that is proven to be more 

effective than the rest in improving student performance. Discover how HLSôs 

differences make it the perfect solution for student success! 

 

10:40 ï 11:05 

 

Session 24 The Art of Problem Solving in Math and English 

Library 

Presenters:   Andrew Douglas, New York City College of 

Technology 

Charles Hirsch, New York City College of Technology 

 

  Presider:  Ida Klikovac, Nassau Community College 
 

 We will explore ways in which the curriculum of a developmental English 

class was merged with a college algebra and geometry class in a first year 

Learning Community.   Key strategies that were employed to merge an 

English and a math class included the use of learning logs, group projects, 

and field trips.  Learning logs were used on a weekly basis, and allowed 

students to solidify mathematical understanding as they described, in 

words, key concepts that were discussed in class.  Among the field trips 

included a visit to the Guggenheim Museum to explore the scientific and 

mathematical inspirations in the intricate yet beautiful abstractions of 

Kandinsky. 

 

11:10 ï 12:00 business meeting 

Dewitt Ballroom 

 

12:10 ï 1:00 lunch  

Grand Ballroom 

 

1:00-1:50 The Calculus of Everyday Living; or Today is the Tomorrow You 

Grand Ballroom Worried About Yesterday (http://www.adjectivenounmath.com/) 

 

  Presenter:   Herb Gross, 1
st
 President of NYSMATYC 
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2:00 ï 2:25  

 

Session 25 An Algebraic Demonstration of the Central Limit Theorem 

Library   

 Presenter:   Prabha Betne, LaGuardia Community College 

 

  Presider:  Vera Hu-Hyneman, Suffolk Community College 

 

 We have developed a demonstration of the Central Limit Theorem by 

analyzing the distribution of sum when rolling n dice.  In our approach, 

students connect polynomial multiplication to probability generating 

function.  They apply their algebraic skills to write the expression of the 

exact probability, manually calculate the probability for a small number of 

dice, and employ a computer algebra system to implement repeated 

algebraic manipulation for arbitrary number of dice and present 

the result graphically. 

 

Session 26 The Learner Centered Math Success Lab  
Dewitt Ballroom   

 Presenter:   Eda Kuscakoglu, Nassau Community College 

 

 Presider:  Christine Brady, Suffolk Community College 

 

 The NCC Math Success Center (MSC) uses a highly personalized, 

interactive and coaching model for improving student retention. The main 

goals of the MSC are to help the student to master their math and math 

learning skills by the appropriate uses of technology (solution manuals, 

videos, calculators, computers and internet tutoring software (like 

mathxl.com, etc.) These students then become more self-motivated and 

self-directed independent learners. Instructors are informed of their 

student's progress. 

 

Session 27 A Biology-Mathematics Learning Community as a means to encourage  
Lansing Room  science learning. 

 

Presenter: Rachele Arrigoni-Restrepo, New York City College of 

Technology 

 

  Presider:  Yasser Hassbo, LaGuardia Community College 

 

 This presentation will focus on a recent experience the presenter had with 

the establishment of a Learning Community between introductory Biology 

and Mathematics courses in New York City College of Technology during 

the Fall 2009 semester. 
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2:35 ï 3:25  

 

Session 28 Commercial Presentation:  Cengage Learning ï Your Complete  
Library  Solution Provider 

 

Presenters:  Jerry OôMalley, Cengage Learning 

      Tim Kenney, Cengage Learning 

Lisa Brunner, Cengage Learning 

 

  Presider:  Abe Mantell, Nassau Community College 

 

 Experience the complete ñlife cycleò of adopting a Cengage Learning text 

and online homework solution.  Starting with Enhanced WebAssign we 

will highlight the programôs new features and then demonstrate how we 

tailor the content directly to your syllabus and explain the dedicated 

training you and your colleagues will receive.   

 

Session 29 Battle of the Minds  
Dewitt Ballroom 

Presenters:   Kate Danforth, Corning Community College 

Jayashree Hurlburt, Corning Community College 

 

 Back for the fourth year. Come and play Team Trivia for fun and prizes. 

 

Session 30 Statistics - Applets, Projects, Journal Studies and more! 

Lansing Room 

Presenters:   Kathleen Speicher, Corning Community College 

      Rich Evans, Corning Community College 

Larry Danforth, Jefferson Community College 

 

  Presider:  Sean Simpson, Westchester Community College 

 

 Rich Evans will share the many statistics applets he uses in his classroom.  

Larry Danforth will share a project his statistics students are involved in at 

Jefferson Community College.   Kathleen Speicher will share how she uses 

medical journals in the classroom for statistical analysis. 

 

3:25 ï 3:45 break:  please visit the vendor exhibits in the foyer of the Grand Ballroom 
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3:55 ï 4:45  

 

Session 31 Teaching math at 2-year vs 4-year colleges 

Library  

Presenters:  Russell Penner, Mohawk Valley Community College 

Zora Thomova, SUNY IT 

 

  Presider:  Peter Collinge, Monroe Community College 
 

 This presentation will be a round table discussion about teaching technical 

mathematics at 2-year colleges and subsequent transfer to 4-year college. 

What are the expectations? What common goals are we trying to achieve? 

Is there a need for different mathematics courses for business students, 

technologies students and engineering students?   

 

Session 32 Improving Student Retention: Let's Get Started 

Dewitt Ballroom 

Presenters:   Jerry Kornbluth, Ph.D, Nassau Community College 

John Earnest, MA, Nassau Community College 

 

  Presider:  Larry Danforth, Jefferson Community College 

 

 This presentation is based on actual successful strategies and techniques 

employed at a number of different universities/colleges. Some of the 

factors to be presented include considerations of the different student 

generations, internal and external motivation, extensiveness and 

implementation of an effective plan within a department and among all 

departments of the campus which includes faculty and staff development. 

 

Session 33 Best Practices with Adjunct Faculty 

Lansing Room 

Presenters:   Ernie Danforth, Corning Community College 

Josh Yoder, Corning Community College 

Nancy Putnam, Tompkins Cortland Community College 

 

  Presider:  George Hurlburt, Corning Community College 

 

 Adjunct faculty are a large and important part of the culture of community 

colleges.  How are they integrated into our departments?  What are the 

professional development opportunities?  What kinds of  expectations are 

placed on them?  How well are they compensated?  Three  current or 

former adjuncts will share their experiences and the audience will share 

theirs as well as NYSMATYC's Professional  Development Committee 

begins work on a best practices statement with  respect to adjunct faculty. 

 

5:00 ï 6:00 executive board meeting 

Executive Board Room 
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6:15-6:45      Cocktail Half -Hour 

Grand Ballroom 

 

6:45 ï 9:00 Banquet  

Grand Ballroom  

        Banquet Speaker--Dr. Susan M. Barnett 
ñWomen and the science career pipeline: What happens?ò 

 

9:00-?         Music 

Grand Ballroom 

Stick around after the banquet for a little dancing 

Music by Little Joe and the Big Shots 

 

 

Detailed Program: Sunday 
 

8:00 ï 8:50 breakfast  

Grand Ballroom 

 

9:00 ï 9:50  

 

Session 34 How to pull off a GREAT Math Appreciation Week 

Library 

Presenters:   Candice H. Dance, Onondaga Community College 

Michael Oppedisano, Onondaga Community College 

 

  Presider:  Patrick Woomer, Adirondack Community College 

 

 Do you teach a Liberal Arts math class?  Would you like to engage 

students to work together on out of class projects? This session will 

describe how students came together as a group to honor Math 

Appreciation Week, increasing campus awareness of our liberal arts math 

class. 

 

Session 35 Polyhedra and Eulers formula  

Dewitt Ballroom 

 Presenter:   Jeff Golabek, Erie Community College-South 

 

  Presider:  Emad Alfar, Nassau Community College 

 

  This presentation is designed for future elementary school teachers and 

how they would teach polyhedra and the platonic solids to elementary 

school children.  We start out with basic terms, then build the platonic 

solids from manipulatives.  After which, students count vertices, faces, and 

edges to discover Euler's formula.  This lesson uses cooperative learning, 

problem solving, and manipulatives. 
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Session 36 Visualizing Algebraic Concepts through Web Comics and Interactive  

Lansing Room Flipping Books 

  

Presenter: Sophia Georgiakaki, Tompkins Cortland Community 

College 

 

 Presider:  Pam Smith, Jefferson Community College 

 

 This presentation will give an overview as well as demonstrations of 

various tools that can help creators compose comics & comic strips by 

importing characters, backgrounds, adding balloons, etc., and create online 

content for lecture notes and step-by-step problem solving.  These tools 

will be analyzed and reviewed for their functionality and usability, as well 

as new features that could be integrated into them. 
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10:00 ï 10:25 

 

Session 37 Presentations as a Component in a Liberal Arts Math History Course 
Library 

 Presenter:   Sean Simpson, Westchester Community College 

 

 Presider:  Dianna Cichocki, Erie Community College 

 

 At Westchester Community College, a substantial number of non-technical 

majors take Development of Mathematical Thought, a course that covers 

different number systems, different styles of arithmetic and different styles 

of algebra in a historical way (such as, Babylonian division, Egyptian 

multiplication, Mayan numbers, etc.). Essentially, it is a liberal arts math 

history course. Instructors have tried a variety of options to discuss some 

modern mathematical figures at the end of this course. This can be rather 

problematic, as the prerequisite for the course is Beginning Algebra, and 

typically students are coming directly from that course. Along with other 

options, the presenter has utilized biographical oral presentations by the 

students. In this talk, the presenter will discuss the role of these 

presentations in the class, the requirements of the presentation for the 

students, how the talks have been received by the students and how the 

presentations have evolved over time. 

 

10:00 ï 10:55 

 

Session 38 Doing or Learning Mathematics on the iPhone-iTouch , Wow or Oh  

Dewitt Ballroom Oh? 

 

 Presenter:   John Earnest, Nassau Community College 

 

 Presider:  Sue Kutryb, Hudson Valley Community College 

 

 With the appearance of the ubiquitous iPhone-iTouch the learning and 

doing of math has reached a new level of instructional 

challenge/opportunity. This presentation will focus on the three Apps: 

AlgebraPrep (pearsonhighered.com/AlgebraPrep/), PocketCAS 

(pocketcas.com), and SpaceTime 4 (spacetime.us). Be sure to bring your 

iPhone or iTouch preloaded with these Apps. If you donôt have these Apps, 

your students will. What will you do when they bring them to your class? 
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10:30 ï 10:55 

 

Session 39 A Hands-on Activity for Finding an Area under a Curve 

Library 

Presenter:   Emad Alfar, Nassau Community College 

Chia-ling Lin, Nassau Community College 

Daniel Ness, Dowling College 

 

 Presider:  Sophia Georgiakaki, Tompkins Cortland Community  

    College 

 

 In this hands-on presentation, we demonstrate how to find area under a 

curve using three methods: multiplication algorithm, summing, and 

integration.  Through a progression of these methods, which lead to the 

introduction of the idea of area under a curve (integration), this 

presentation builds studentsô confidence in learning mathematics. 

 

beverages in the Foyer outside the Grand Ballroom 
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2010 Business Meeting Agenda 

Saturday, April 17, 2010 

11:10 ï 12:00 

Room: Dewitt Ballroom  

 
 

1. Presidentôs Report     Emad Alfar 

 

2. Approval of Minutes of April 18, 2009 Meeting 

 

3. Treasurerôs Report     Ray LaBounty 

 

4. Elections Report     Sue Kutryb 

 

5. Committee Reports 
a) Articulation     Ken Mead 

b) Audit      Sean Simpson 

Kim Martello 

c) Awards      Sue Kutryb 

d) Curriculum     Sean Simpson 

e) Legislative      Dianna Cichocki 

f) Professional Development   Ernie Danforth 

g) Scholarship     Richard Moscatelli 

 

6. Old Business 

a) 2009 Conference     Emad Alfar 

b) NYSMATYC Representation to Other Organizations 

 AMATYC      Jane Tanner 

 AMTNYS      

 MAA Metro     Abe Mantell 

 MAA Seaway     Julie Croteau 

c) Other 

 

7. New Business 

a) Appointments     Tim Grosse 

b) 2011 Conference      Ray LaBounty 

c) 2012 Conference      Sue Kutryb 

d) 2013 Conference     Sue Kutryb 

e) 2014 Conference     Sue Kutryb 
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OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO MATHEMATICS 

EDUCATION AWARD WINNERS  
 

 

 
1972 George Pedwick, Executive Director of CUPM 

James Eastham, Queensborough CC 
1973 Erwin Just, Bronx Community College 
1974 Norm Schaumberger, Bronx Community College 
1975 Leon Ablon, Staten Island Community College 

Helen Siner, Staten Island Community College 
Calvin Lathan, Monroe Community College 

1976 Lawrence Trivieri, Mohawk Valley Community College 
1977 Herb Gross, Corning Community College 
1978 Allyn Washington, Corning Community College 
1979 Peter Lindstrom, Genesee Community College 
1980 James Baldwin, Nassau Community College 
  Sheldon Gordon, Suffolk County Community College 
1981 Warren Page, New York City Technical College 
1982 Gerald Lieblich, Bronx Community College 
1983 George Miller, Nassau Community College 

Geoffrey Akst, Manhattan Community College 
1986 Allen Angel, Monroe Community College 
1987 Don Cohen, SUNY Cobleskill 
1990 Joseph Browne, Onondaga Community College 
1991 Richard Schwartz, College of Staten Island 
1992 Mona Fabricant, Queensborough Community College 
1994 Susan Forman, Bronx Community College 
1995 Sadie Bragg, Borough of Manhattan Community College 
1996 Rick Patrick, Adirondack Community College 
1997 Philip Cheifetz, Nassau Community College 
1999 Rose Tan, Westchester Community College 
2000 James K. Baker, Jefferson Community College 
2005        Dona Boccio, Queensborough Community College 
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OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO NYSMATYC  

AWARD WINNERS  

 

 
1971 Frank Avenoso, Nassau Community College 
1972 Michael Sentlowitz, Rockland Community College 
1973 Sam McInroy, Corning Community College 
1985 Helen Seiner, The College of Staten Island 
1988 Paul Earl, Broome Community College 
1989 Roy Cameron, SUNY Cobleskill 
1990 John Impagliazzo, Hofstra University 
1991 Karl Klee, Jamestown Community College 
2001 Don Willner, Mohawk Valley Community College 
2002 Maryann Justinger,  Erie Community College 
2003       Ernie Danforth, Corning Community College 
2004       Kate Danforth, Corning Community College 
2005       John Vadney, Fulton-Montgomery Community College 
2006       Ken Mead, Genesee Community College 
2007       Mary Beth Orrange, Erie Community College 
2008       Ray Labounty, Corning Community College 

 
 

PAST PRESIDENTS OF NYSMATYC 
 

 
1967ï1968 Herbert Gross 
1968ï1969 John Vadney 
1969ï1970 John Vadney 
1970ï1971 Raymond McCartney 
1971ï1972 John Walter 
1972ï1973 Harold Hackett 
1973ï1974 Donald Cohen 
1974ï1975 Allyn Washington 
1975ï1976 Sam McInroy  
1976ï1977 Robert Burghardt  
1977ï1978 Paul Earl  
1978ï1979 Allen Angel 
1979ï1980 Gerald Lieblich 
1980ï1981 Lawrence Trivieri 
1981ï1982 Bruce Haney 
1982ï1983 Roy Cameron 
1983ï1984 Karl Klee 
1984ï1985 Carol Kublin 

   1985ï1986 Susan Forman 
   1986ï1987 Gerald Smith 
   1987ï1988 Joseph Browne 
 

 
1988ï1989 Dan Dodway 
1989ï1990 Ernest Danforth 
1990ï1991 Sadie Bragg 
1991ï1992 Leonard Malinowski 
1992ï1993 Richard Rupprecht 
1993ï1994 Judy Cain 
1994ï1995 Joan Page 
1995ï1996 Frank Mandrey 
1996ï1997 Kate Danforth 
1997ï1998 Maryann Justinger 
1998ï1999 Rick Patrick 
1999ï2000 Jane Tanner 
2000ï2001 Dona Boccio 
2001ï2002 Beverly Broomell 
2002ï2003 Maureen OôGrady 
2003ï2004  MaryBeth Orrange 

      2004ï2005           Jodi Cotten 
      2005ï2006           Jerilyn Fairman 
      2006ï2007           Abe Mantell 
      2007ï2008           George Hurlburt 
      2008ï2009           Sue Kutryb 
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PROJECT ERNIE 

Class of 2010 

 

 
Marcia Bruff, Corning Community College 
Michael Higgins,  Erie Community College 
Max Lee, Westchester Community College 
Brian Milleville, Erie Community College 
Stephanie Olstad, Columbia-Greene Community College 
Tairi Roque-Urrea, Broome Community College 
Abby Todd,  Broome Community College 
Jill Welsey, Genesee Community College 

 

 

Enhancing Relationships to Nurture and Inspire Educators, Project ERNIE, is a faculty 

development program designed to assist those new to teaching mathematics at community 

colleges in New York State through collaboration with other NYSMATYC members.  Each 

year several full-time math faculty in their first or second year of teaching math at the two-

year level are selected to participate.  We welcome the 2010 class as the second cohort in 

Project ERNIE. 

Upcoming Conferences 

NYSMATYC 2011 Annual Conference 

April 8-9-10 

Radisson, Corning, NY 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

NYSMATYC Regional Conferences--Fall 2010  

Region 1:   Erie Community College ï North - October 23, 2010 

 

Region 2:   TBA 

 

Region 3:   Hudson Valley Community College- October 9, 2010 

 

Region 4:   TBA 
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36
th

 AMATYC Annual Conference  

 

Boston, Ma, November 11-14, 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference Theme:  

Bridging Past to Future in Mathematics 

For more information, go to 

http://www.amatyc.org/Events/conferences/2010Boston/ 
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Calendar of Upcoming Conferences  
for 

MAA National, MAA Seaway, MAA Metro, AMATYC, NYSMATYC, 
AMTNYS, NCTM, ICTCM, T3 International/Regional NY 

(as of October, 2008) 
Compiled and Maintained by Julie Croteau, Corning Community College 

(j.croteau@corning-cc.edu) 
 
 

2010 
 
January 6 ï 9:   MAA Winter Meeting @ San Francisco, CA 
 
March 5 ï 7:   T^3 International Conference @ Atlanta, GA 
 
April 21 ï 24:   NCTM Annual @ San Diego, CA 
 
August 5 ï 6:   MAA Summer Meeting @ Pittsburth, PA 
 
November 11 ï 13:  AMTNYS Annual @ Saratoga Springs, NY 
 
November 11 ï 14:  AMATYC Annual Conference @ Boston, MA 
 
 

2011 
 
January 5 ï 8:   MAA Winter Meeting @ New Orleans, LA 
 
February 25 ï 27:  T^3 International Conference @ San Antonio, TX 
 
April 13 ï 16:   NCTM Annual @ Indianapolis, IN 
 
October 27 ï 30:  AMTNYS Annual @ Rochester, NY 
 
November 10 ï 13:  AMATYC Annual Conference @ Austin, TX 
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